
This program introduces students to environmental science

and natural resource management. The program begins with

an introduction to core aspects of environmental

management, including goals, stakeholders, tools, and

trade-offs, and a survey of various environmental problems

across urban and natural systems (air quality, forestry,

waste, water, biodiversity, energy, and land use). 

Students will work in teams to investigate a local

environmental challenge, using guided site observations and

curated datasets. They will learn about natural resource

valuation techniques and environmental policy analysis to

compare solution pathways. 

Understand core concepts in

natural resource management,

ecology, environmental policy,

and sustainability.

Analyze environmental issues

through scientific, social,

economic, and environmental

justice lenses.

Apply valuation techniques and

policy analysis to develop and

compare solutions for specific

environmental issues. 

Create a policy brief that

communicates the issue,

evidence, and recommended

actions to policymakers. 

calpoly@summerspringboard.com

New student admissions for 

Summer 2026 are open.

Session 1: July 5 - July 17

Tentative excursions include:

Cal Poly Gold Tree Solar Farm: campus facility that co-

locates solar with sheep grazing and is used for applied

research and teaching.

Cal Poly Wind Research Center on Escuela Ranch: students

explore how wind resource assessment, turbine design,

and ranchland co-use with wildlife connect to

environmental management and regional energy goals. 

summerspringboard.calpoly.edu 805-439-6699

Program Highlights

Academic Program Overview

Excursions

2026 Dates

Environmental

Science

2-Week Course

This is a two-week program where you’ll 
focus on one course for the entire duration.



There are nine 3-hour class sessions over the

two-week course. During week one, students

have class from 9am-12pm, Monday - Friday.

During week two, students have class from

9am-12pm Monday through Thursday.

Wednesday afternoons are dedicated to

additional academic time (excursions,

speakers).

calpoly@summerspringboard.comsummerspringboard.calpoly.edu 805-439-6699

Yu Cao, Assistant Professor Cal Poly SLO

Instructor

Dr. Cao’s research focuses on resource governance

and sustainable energy transitions. Her work

integrates community engagement and policy

analysis to advance equitable energy solutions.Her

work bridges social science, resource governance,

and sustainable energy transitions, integrating

community engagement and policy analysis to

advance equitable energy solutions.

Course Structure

Typical Schedule

Application fee: starting at $99 (mandatory,

nonrefundable) 

Tuition Protection Plan: Allows for cancellation for

any reason up until the day of the program. Click

here for more info.

Includes: all meals, lodging, excursions,

academic course, weekend excursions

Excludes: optional airport pickup and drop-off

service (available for an additional fee)

Price: $5,398

Supplements:

Tuition Information:

Residential Students

Commuter Students

Includes: lunch, academic course, excursions,

programming from 9am to 5pm, Monday-Friday

Excludes: lodging, breakfast, dinner, weekend

excursions

Weekend excursions can be added on for $125

per day

Price: $2,998

More info on Airport Transfer

More info on Unaccompanied Minor Service

Apply Now!

Summer Springboard programs are not run by our campus
partners (with the exception of Cal Poly, University of
Washington Foster School of Business, and NYSID which are
run in partnership with SSB). Universities and their affiliated
departments and partners do not control and are not
responsible or liable in any manner for any part of the
Summer Springboard program.
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https://link.summerspringboard.com/infosheets-tpp
https://link.summerspringboard.com/infosheets-airport-transfer
https://link.summerspringboard.com/infosheets-ums
https://link.summerspringboard.com/infosheets-apply-now

