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This course gives middle school students interested in
aerospace engineering hands-on experience as they begin
building a foundation in flight science and engineering. 

Imagine designing and launching your own model glider or
rocket as a middle schooler! Students will explore the forces
of flight through age-appropriate experiments and guided
projects. Working in small teams, they’ll test their designs and
learn how engineers tackle real-world challenges in aviation
and space exploration.

New student admissions for 
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Explore the fundamentals of
flight by experimenting with the
forces that make airplanes soar
Work in teams to design, build
and test simple aircraft models
Learn from an experienced
aerospace instructor who will
guide the class through
aerodynamics and aircraft
design
Tour Seattle’s renowned Museum
of Flight to discover the city’s
aviation history and explore how
today’s innovations are shaping
the future of aerospace
technology

Academic Program OverviewProgram Highlights

University of Washington

Session 1: June 28 -July 3

2026 Dates

Excursions
Students will have the opportunity to engage with
accomplished specialists in the field of aerospace
engineering. Guest speakers will share their expertise and
inspire students to think creatively about challenges in flight
and space technology. Learning will come to life through
hands-on activities and an academic excursion. Outside of
class, students will explore all that Seattle has to offer. With
rich history, stunning views, scenic parks and iconic
landmarks, the city provides something for everyone to
discover.

Middle School Course

This is a one-week program where you’ll focus on
one course for the entire duration.
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Instructor

There are five 3-hour class sessions over the
one-week course. During the week, students
have class from 9am-12pm, Monday - Friday
(program check-out is 2:30 p.m. on Friday).
Wednesday afternoon will be dedicated to
additional academic time with possible
excursions and/or guest speakers.

The Middle School programs operate
separately from Summer Springboard high
school programs with separate staff,
accommodations, classes and a more
structured environment. For students
completing grades 6-8.

Course Structure

Application Fee: Starting at $99 (mandatory,
non-refundable)
Course Supplement: $250 tuition (mandatory) 
Tuition Protection Plan: Allows for cancellation
for any reason up until the day of the program.
Click here for more info.

Commuter Students:
Includes: lunch, academic course, excursions,
programming from 9am to 5pm on Monday-
Thursday and 9am to 2:30pm on Friday
Excludes: lodging, breakfast, dinner and
evening activities
Price: $1,298

Supplements:

Tuition Information:

Summer Springboard programs are not run by our campus
partners (with the exception of Cal Poly, University of
Washington Foster School of Business, and NYSID which are
run in partnership with SSB). Universities and their affiliated
departments and partners do not control and are not
responsible or liable in any manner for any part of the
Summer Springboard program.

Typical Schedule

University of Washington - Bryce Schaefer
Bryce Schaefer is an Aerospace Engineer specializing in
integration, test, and launch of frontier aerospace systems.
He holds a Bachelor’s degree from the University of
Minnesota as well as a Master’s degree from the University
of Colorado Boulder, both in Aerospace Engineering. 

He started his career with internships at NASA Langley
Research Center in Virginia, NASA Marshall Space Flight
Center in Alabama, and SpaceX in California. After
graduate school, he went on to work at Virgin Orbit’s
rocket test facility in Mojave, CA, where he conducted over
50 hotfire tests on orbital-class rocket engines. He
continued on to become the first flight crew member for
Virgin Orbit’s orbital rocket launches, flying onboard the
Boeing 747-400 launch platform aptly known as Cosmic
Girl. 

Bryce now works in Seattle at Helion Energy as a Senior
Integration and Test Engineer, building and testing pulsed
power systems to advance clean fusion energy. 

More info on Airport Transfer

More info on Unaccompanied Minor Service

Apply Now!
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